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It bets it can
sell smart-home
tech that way
Bloomberg News

For years, Samsung
has pitched customers
internet-connected TVs,
refrigerators and other
cornerstones of the home
reimagined for the data-
overload era.

Now the South Korean
engineering-to-gadgets
conglomerate is trying to
go a step further —mak-
ing the home itself.

Inside an airy, lavish
model house in Seoul,
Samsung’s virtual as-
sistant, Bixby, can show
visitors what’s inside
the kitchen fridge while
Amazon’s Alexa assis-
tant controls the living-
room lighting and A/C,
and a speaker developed
by Naver Corp. recom-
mends music and TV
shows.

Samsung software
overlays the in-house
and competing products
to create a unified con-
trol system, and so the
company might someday
be able to analyze the
data created to refine
its so-called internet of
things.

“We are trying to
combine various IoT
technologies to create an
environment where the
house knows who you
are,” said KimMyung-

suk, a vice president
overseeing the project at
Samsung’s construction
unit.

The company’s first
real-world test bed will
be an apartment rede-
velopment project in
the South Korean city of
Busan.

Owners of the 2,600
units will be able to or-
der a smart-home retrofit
beginning in June, and
start moving in by Au-
gust 2022.

Kim’s team declined to
comment on howmuch it
plans to charge.

“As homes get more
connected, Samsung is
likely to allow more of
its devices to take com-
mands from Alexa and

Google Assistant, instead
of restricting them to its
proprietary Bixby,” said
Bloomberg technology
analyst Anthea Lai.

As it edges its way
further into the $77 bil-
lion global market for
internet-connected ap-
pliances and furniture,
a market that Amazon.
com and Google are ex-
pected to lead, Samsung
has at least one serious
advantage.

While the conglom-
erate is best known
for Samsung Electron-
ics, the No. 1 maker of
smartphones, TVs and
memory chips, its empire
also includes Samsung
C&T, the construction
business overseeing the
smart-home pilot project.

C&T built Dubai’s
Burj Khalifa, the world’s
tallest building, and
Kuala Lumpur’s Petro-
nas Twin Towers, which
shared the title some
years earlier.

“Samsung has signifi-
cant potential to leverage
its existing reach,” said
Jonathan Collins, an
analyst at ABI Research,
which estimates that the
world will include almost
300 million smart homes
by 2022.

“Samsung is certainly
more ambitious in its
partnerships, including
competing AIs.”

The company’s elec-
tronics arm has been
talking up Jetsons-style
homes for years, stymied
by the limitations of data

analysis, interoperability
and, above all, cost.

Few consumers have
been willing to pay the
price of living in the
nearish future, espe-
cially with some bugs left
to be worked out. And
the extreme monitoring
fundamental to the com-
pany’s smart-home de-
velopment model seems
a lot riskier at a moment

when concerns about the
technology industry’s
privacy overreaches are
growing louder.

For now, Samsung is
pitching its houses to
early-adopter types as it
works on ways to make
the homes more environ-
mentally friendly, and
much smarter still.

The company envi-
sions a smart bathroom

mirror that can analyze a
customer’s health while
she blinks sleep from her
eyes, a bathtub that she
can order to fill with wa-
ter at just the right tem-
perature during her com-
mute home, and lights
that can automatically
adjust to wavelengths
that help her concentrate
on her book or wind
down as needed.

Samsung wants to get into homebuilding business

Reuters

Tourists take a photo in front of
Burj Khalifa, the tallest tower in
the world, in Dubai, United Arab
Emirates.

Tara Hills golf course
small, with the amenities

By Katie Mills Giorgio, correspondent

VANHORNE—When
you pay a green fee at
Tara Hills golf course

in Van Horne, a 20-minute
drive from downtown Cedar
Rapids, you can play all day.

The nine-hole course was
built in 1985, privately, with
the idea of being a family-
friendly (par 36) course op-
tion. The course was leased
for many years before the
membership purchased the
course in the late 1990s.

While the course is open
to the public from April 1
through the end of October,
Tara Hills operates as a
membership course.

Memberships are avail-
able at a variety of levels
— student, family, single
— and include discounts
for first-time members
and members under 30,
explained Tim Touro, presi-
dent of the board, which op-
erates Tara Hills.

While a small course,
Tara Hills offers a full lineup
on amenities. It has cart
rental — including season-
long rental — a driving
range, putting green and
cart shed slots available for
rental for members and visi-
tors alike.

Members enjoy all the
privileges and amenities at
Tara Hills all year long.

“We never shut down to
our members,” said Brett
Pace, course superintendent.
“They can play here every
month of the year and we’ve
been able to do that the last
few years.”

He noted the course has
league play several nights a
week as well as outings and
tournaments. They offer a
children’s golf camp in the
summer that has grown to
be a popular option.

“It can be hard to find
family time,” Pace added,
“but bringing the whole fam-
ily out to golf here is great.
This is a reasonable course

to play and people come out
here to have fun, so we don’t
want to create a lot of frus-
tration on the course.”

“The course itself has
been very well-maintained,”
Touro said.

“These greens are as good
as you’ll find anywhere in
Iowa,” added Pace, who has
worked at Tara Hills for 28
years.

“We had one mower and
one tractor when I got here
and they mowed it all one
length. I started mowing the
fairways and the members
really thought that was
neat.”

Pace said the club has up-
grade its fleet of equipment,
built a second pond on the
property to provide neces-
sary irrigation and planted
new trees.

Their pride in the course
is evident and has gained
some recognition. Tara Hills
was named the 2018 Nine-
Hole Course of the Year by
the Iowa Golf Association.

“We think we have done
some great things in a dif-
ficult time for the golf indus-
try,” Touro said.

A large reinvestment —
more than $100,000 — back
into the business and paying

off debt not only has helped
keep the course profitable
for the past four years, but
also has increased engage-
ment and the satisfaction of
those who visit Tara Hills
for events or to play golf.

“Like many other courses
in Eastern Iowa, and across
the state of Iowa, it has been
hard to make a profit,” he
said. “We have been able
to maintain or increase
our membership numbers
year over year, which is a
success story in a struggling
industry.”

Touro said they remod-
eled their bathrooms and
kitchen, put in new win-
dows, painted the clubhouse
inside and out, have planted

numerous trees and pur-
chased a new fairway mow-
er, rough mower, tee box
mower and greens mower.

“Jaimie (Kahle, clubhouse
manager) and Brett are the
core of what makes the club-
house and course a fun place
to be, along with a great
membership,” Touro said.

Tara Hills has a base
of volunteers who chip
in where needed — from
course cleanup days to help-
ing with events.

Kahle noted the facility
also can host meetings, wed-
dings, graduation parties
and other events.

“We have six weddings
booked this year already
and many more events,” she
said.

The building itself is a
restored barn — which was
moved to its current location
from a spot across the street
— that includes a large
banquet hall, a full, newly
remodeled catering kitchen
and a bar and grill.

“The environment in the
clubhouse make it a good
place to hang out after you
are done golfing,” Kahle
said.

● Know a business that might make an
interesting “My Biz?” Let us know at mi-
chaelchevy.castranova@thegazette.com.

MY BIZ

You can play all day

● Board president: Tim Touro
● Clubhouse manager: Jaimie
Kahle
● Course superintendent: Brett
Pace
● Company: Tara Hills Country
Club
● Address: 1846 70th St., Van
Horne
● Phone: (319) 228-8771
● Website: tarahillscountryclub.
com

AT A GLANCE
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Brett Pace is the course superintendent at Tara Hills Country Club.

“We have six weddings booked this year already and many more events,”
says Jaimie Kahle, clubhouse manager.

The clubhouse overlooks a fountain
in one of the water features at the
golf course.
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